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A new and proud chapter has been written in Britain's
social histéry. Since 1945 a séries of Acts have been
put on the Statute Book which strike at tﬁe very roots of
poverty and for the first time in our history provide fgr
a minimum standard of living below which no one may fall.

This little book tells the human story of that
legislation in a form which I am sure will meke a profoﬁnd
impression on all who read'it. For this is not merely a .
chronicle of Acts of Parliament. It is the story of a
great victory over those blind economic forces which-héve '
for generations been the cause of so much suffering and
want among our people, and which were first challengéd on
the floor of the House of Commons by Keir Hardie, and later
in the remarkable works of Sidney and Beatrice Webb on the
Poor Law. :

'Today the inspired dreams of our pioneers of social
justice have been translated into the most advanced éocial
legislation to be found in an& part of the world, and I
commend this book to all who have the cause of true freedom

at heart. No more fitting testament to the power and

determination of Britain's people, despite all adversities,

could have been written.

N duzds’





























































