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recording appreciation for his ten years service as a director
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Principle 5

Yorkshire Co-operative Resource Centre

Commemorative Certificate awarded to

Dennis Chambers

In recognition of a founder-member, and of a
decade of service to the Committee of Principle 5
(YCRC), and his lifetime of commitment to the
" cause of humanity, socialism, co-operation and

especially the environment, a true friend to us all.

1 of the Annual General Meeting of
erative Resource Centre



Principle 5 AGM

The AGM on Wednesday 29™ November 2023
marked 10 years since the collection was put
together in Aizlewood’s Mill. We kept to the usual
format for the report to members; a record of the
events of the year; a background to co-operative
education; a timeline of the progress of our
co-operative. The full report can be downloaded
from the website:
https://www.principle5.coop/wp-content/uploads/
2023/12/Report-to-the-Principle-5-AGM-2023.pdf

A video made by Jonathan Cook and Steve Thompson was
shown. This is also on the study page of the website:
https://www.principle5.coop/p5-study

Election of Directors

Dennis Chambers stood down as a director but
remains part of the Principle 5 Team.

The other current directors were all re-elected; Dave
Berry, Jonathan Cook, Nick Edmondson
and Dr Chris Olewicz.

Dr John Carlisle was elected.

All votes were unanimous.
Jonathan Cook has been Chair of Principle 5 since its
foundation and will step down from this position in
the New Year.


https://www.principle5.coop/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Report-to-the-Principle-5-AGM-2023.pdf
https://www.principle5.coop/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Report-to-the-Principle-5-AGM-2023.pdf
https://www.principle5.coop/p5-study
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FFIELD

- LiBRARIES are necessities to o clvilised

ooity.
ﬁﬁ our knowledge is embodied in
fooks s and all the sentiments that
pguish us from ‘animals are found
books. If we do not read them
guselves we are dependent on those
nho do.. i
‘Trend must come before books is
ommonly seid, and I am not disputing

it. But it is well fo remember that in_

the time of Elizebeth the population of
{his country was probably about five
millions.
pilllons, and it is safe to say that Great
Prilain could ot support more than it
3id in that time but for our greater
fknowledge ensbrin~d in books,
The Poor Man's University.
‘Education goes on throughout life, and
tenths consists not in remembering,

tin keowing where to look for what
is needed in the pages of books. = .
- Public librodes are the people’s
universities. It is up to us to defend
them as necessaries of a reasonable life
and net a5 mere luxuries. >
i Remarkable Progress.
. This year's report -of the Sheffield
libraries contains - some - interesting
figures. It states that in 1925-20 the
number  of books issued was about-
1600,000; at March 3ist this year it
was 3,715,929, while the increase for
the year was Ggr,505, or 229 per cent.
And it is still going up. The number of
borrowers was 140,603. - AT
Considering that there are only about
ﬂgﬂﬂ houses in the clty, and that

U bt au ey, olin ? vases
large districts have no libraries, it shows
that the bulk of the working classes are

mowers ; and since many books are
Mﬂ'h{htwu or three members of a

y the circulation is larger than it
teally looks. _rg T
1 3., The Unemployed.

Increase of unemployment has con-
;‘ﬂb"fﬂ to the use of libraries, but there
l"““‘-‘!’ a large number of people willing

0 take advantage of educational facili-
&, and the tremendous increase in this
ty is largely due to the efforts and

HILLSBOROUGH

To-day it is roughly forty

DRANCIL
Tho Story Houre

JUNE, 1932

- THE PEOPLE’S

UNIVERSITY.

By ALDERMAN A. BARTON (Chairman, Shefficld I..il:rnrins Committee!

skill of the Chief Librerian and 'his
assistants, with the lelp of the com-
mittee. The libraries have been made
plensant and ‘even beautiful places, and
every -opportunity has been pgiven to
make the use of books as attractive as
possible.  Qur recently-built librades—

Facilities to Students.

The reference and the commercial
and technical libraries are of the utmost -
value for students, both from the
secondary schools and university ; - as
well as literary and scientific people, and
thousands of unknown men and women

NEW CENTRAL LIBRARY, SHEFFIELD—In course of erection, - _

Tirth Park and Woodhouse—are the
latest word in delightfulness,” and are
appreciated to the full. - © °

A large proportion of the books is,
of course, fiction ; even so, fiction is a

Ui nasmasesy sty wVake wwy -

very entertalning and innocent way of
passing leisure time, and maybe keeps

people from worse things. Still; the per-.

centage of more serious books, classed
as non-fiction, is very high. From the
lending libraries alone the percentage is
as high as 27° 49 per cent., so that the
educational value of the libraries is very
great indeed. :

The lending libraries, too, are great
resorts for the unemployed, many of
whom use their leisure to cultivate their
brains in a very creditable way.’

il

—CHILDREN'S LIBRARY.

1of the work:i.ug.cla!ss who devote them °
selyes to digging

deep at the fount of

knowledge. .
Queries.,

|l Leblanc’

GuaraNTEED CIRCTLATION, 30,000 COPIES.

ELD’S LIBRARY SYSTEM.

" Commercial process for manufoc-
‘turing meta-mitro-aniiige.” ¥

* Description of construction and
use of ‘Kearn boring and turning
machine.’ " )

' Formula for working out amount of
compression on a submerged steel
‘sphere.” :
process for commercial

L 1 l‘ 1.5, ; :‘Iom

e of
sodium sulphate.”
. " Constructed details, &c., of
Shaw clutch.”
 Inductance  calculation for
cored coils.”
“ Chips removal devices for super
high-speed drilling machines.” .
- And they have all been answered by

Hele-

iron-

means of the library !

Facilities for Business Men.

“Local firms are always wsing onr
direclories, code-books, palents, and all the

8| ivery tatest_and up-to-date lechnical and

iseientific books, and rany orders for
Sheffield Fave been gaf as 2 consequence.

‘|! In addition, peaple secking ta develop

their plant or open up new industries

§ ;h:we_ used our library with success, and

‘many people have been grdteful in
'getting jobs or tettering their jobs by
means of the informetion acquired at
the library. s -
' Children’s Libraries.

. Another fine feature is the children's
{libraries, How many children have soon
\forgotten. all they leamed at school.
| Our aim is to encournge them to start

These libraries not only provide
books ; they also provide assistance in
finding the right books. Here are a few
of - the'-questions which Mr.. Lamb
‘(the chief librarian) has had during-the

- past-year :—

" YWhat happened to Bismarck on
January 26th, 18942 " ° s

' Number of Bibles sold in 1g30.”

** I'he weight of a haystack.”

" How to malke a doll's house.”

“Who bullt the dome of St. Peter's,
Rome? " . -

using the library whilst they are at
srhaal and _eet them in the wav of
school, and get them in the way of
' making reading a habit.” Unfortunately,
‘our funds are not sufficient for all we
swould like to do, and so we have to
content ourselves with sending boxes
'of books to the mojority of schools.
But - at  Walkley, Park, Firth Park,
Woodhouse, and Hillshorough we have
established children's libraries, and very
popular they are. In the last three

*The Information supplied enabled an anein-
ploved man to accept offer of work.

[Continued on Page 2.]

FIRTIL PARK DRANCH—READING ROOM,



i3

AL, 1027,

March 1927

E.ﬁ—

iTHE SHEFFIELD CO-OPERATOR.

b ' 7

1y e '-_e

THE SHEFFIELD LIBRARY SYSTEM.

By . J. GORDOMN, Chief Libra tlan of Sheffleld.,
—_—

our present Clilef
L b of greal helerest
Lordon hes now beea

i follazeing arlicle by
pvraria wlll, we feel
fa oir readers.  Mr. ]
am‘lﬂ'""‘" Clitef Lirarion of Leells, and e
sefsh iim fhe best of fuek i s sea posiiion,
Afr, Gordon ras the Wigh honaur of nmu!,
}umrﬂ‘ o eapable successor {n Ar, | @
Lamb, mio starls U5 officiel dutles fu L prif
af this year. . ;

T'un grealer interest now oblaining,
all over the world, in the public librory
movement, and which J5 so noticeuble
in our own city, 1s of incrensing eocial
and educational value, Pulilic librares,
appenling as they do to all classes,
scets, and degrees of intelligence, arc
rapidly and clearly lecoming conmiu-
nity schools where all may increase and
supplement  their  cduestion, De it

- remembered

whe attended the ordivary primary
schiool, could only have receivad the
heginnings of education, and to these
the public library is the main source of
‘educationnl advancement, Too often
the public library is anly thought and
spoken of in counection with the
-meading of novels, and without detroct-
ing in the slightest degree from the
value to the people of the libtary's
service ‘in providing recroational read-
ing, yet I would emphasise the contri-
bution it offers so frecly to the raising
of the standard of general intelligence
which is the librory's greatest value to
the city: %

One of our leading librarians has
defined the library as “ books wmnde
productive,”  and the definition . is
gradually becoming more true.  ‘The
modern publie libmry does make Looks
productive, but only in the same ratio
us the people realise that hooks enn be
used os tools of intelligence,
machines of value im the progress of
the world. Tt is impossible to stress too
strongly the cduecational value of the
libtary, though 1 admit the [ullest
possibilities of its functon as part_of
the noational eduocational structurc is
1I:_~|..u,, as yet, dimly rc:u::gnTs_c:]._ The

that the avernge adull

as,

we live. “I'he better our reading is, the
hetler our living is sure to be, Food,
clothing, and shelter are requisites of
life, but rending is necessary for
complete living.

_Information.

Informmtion obtainable from books.

and other printed wnterial s frecly
ploced at the service of the public;
competent counsel in the clioice of
books; where to look for the required
information, and guidanee s to the
methods of selection of books s olilain-
able on rvequest. The Tibrary  will
gladly answer requests for infomuation
received by letter or telephone, ond
every endeavour will be made to Rnd
satisfaclory information. The service
given is Iree o all; it is eourteous,
gencronus, ond proficient.

# Created in 1856, the library system of
our city to-day consists of two ecentral
librarics, cight branch district libraries,
and some forty unit scrvices in various
elementary  schools.  Naturally  the
central libraries are the more important
and contain the largest, most varied,
and.reeent book stocks.  The reference
library consists of some 60,000 volumes,
coveriig practically all developments
of human knowledge, It is particularly
strong in literary, historical, and srt
subjects. Aund, of course, it has a large
range of books of the purely reference
type, suchh as  dictionaries, atloses,
encyclopiedios, bibliographics on many
subjects, sets of the importont learned
societies' proceedings, annuals, year
hooks, oud works of o similar nnture.
It also contnins, as is its obvious duty,
the hest ond largest coliection of books
about Sheflicld, or written by Sheffield
people. In ils Jackson Coilection of
local detds, charters, court rolls, maps,
&e., it has one of the finest eollections.
of its kind in the kingdom. The city
owes nich to Mr, T, Walter Hall for
his years of devotion to this side of our
libraky work,

ulso has a repgular sttjpply ol some 150
leading trode and technieal periodicals.

The central libraries aleo contain a
full sct of the Patent Office publica-
tions frem the year 1617, and these are
invaluabile for intending patentees and
those interested in industrial and other
inventions. -

Open Access System:

The eentral lending librory is an
apen access library, and los o stock of
over 30,000 books, many of them
M][Iﬂ'l.gh'\e. but these are as [recly avail-
able for home reading as the cheapest
book, This, the main lending libracy
aof the city, is the library for the more
advaiiced  student and  the general
reader. It receives the book of the d
a5 published. Its stoclk is catholic
in selection, and it contoins many
advanced works on science, technology,
literature, and sociology. Tt is not for
readers who reguire only the Iatest
‘popular novel, unless it should happen
to be the work of a novelist of ndmitted
quality. In general the libraries do not
g‘mviﬂn, ns new, the ordinary nowvel.

hey Dove not the mouey for the
purpose, even supposing the ordinary
novel was worth its price. To real
readlers and book-lovers 1 ean unre-
servedly recommend the central lending
libriry. ¥

The eight braoch  librardes are
regarded as feeders to the more hielu-
sive stock of books available at the
central library.  ‘They serve the imme-

-dinte pr:r[{.ulnﬁl:m in their nreas, and pass

an to the central library the - repder
who has advanced bevond the more
clementary and popular types of hoolks
carricd in the branch stgcks.  With the
attroctive method of open nccess to the
shelves i operation our branches have
aftained considerable success and are
worthy of support.

Children's Sections. =

As other institutions have realised
the aeed, for cnltivating the attention of
the eliildl, so have the librories nttracted
by means of their fuvenile rooms and
book corners the potential adult reader
of the uture. dlnfﬁrtunnld}- our ald
buildings have prevented the [acilitics
miven belne enual to those enineed e

in our Shefficld libruries any book
nsked for, other than ficHon, it can
generally he procured for the reader on
loan from the exccllent Central Libmry
for Students. There are only two con-
ditions, first, the price of the required
book must not be less than 6s., and
secondly, the cost of carriage must be .
paid by the borrower. Application st
any library will bring the nccessary
details, =B,
Advice and Assistance,

The Library Committee and the staff
are anxions to supply all reasonable
requests of the public, and in this con-
nection we speeially desire readers not
to leave the libromes feeling dissatis-
fied. If we have not the books wanted
don’t hesitole to say <o. If you do
not tell us what you want, we are only
able o gucss ot your requirements, aned
there is left o margin of uncertainty.
Please do not mistake my meaning
regarding this. I mean requircments
of books of real value, and not mercly
of recreational interest.

The libraries are not only keen on
possessing more and better hooks, but
are alive to the necessity of informing
the public of the books they have.
They scck ta attract and eultivate
readers. This is attempted, with no
little success, by means of =pecial trade
entalogues distributed through associa-
tions, societics, and employers to the
workers in the trades with which thiy
deal. -Special comprehensive lists of
books in the librarics on office and

* business organisation, summer sports,

gordening, Nature study, and other
subjects have also supplied n seeming
want to readers. The lecture system,
with its bibliographical syllabus, s also
o imeans to the same end. |
Comparisans. ]

. I would urge myv readers to encour-
age the use of the libraries by their
children, and in this eounecton I need
not luhaur_the point as to the value of
good reading. I want thée people of
=heffield to realise more completely the
value to them of the librades. Aluch
hos been done to make the librares
worthy of their pame, but much more
remaing to be done before our lib'm::ies

B R e L IR TT] PR EESpUou
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nity schools where all moy incrense and
supplement  their cducation,  Be it
. remeinbercd. that the average adult
who attended the ordinary primary
school, could only lave received the
heginpings of education, and to these
the public library is the main seurce of
‘cducational advaneement, Too often
the public library is anly thought and
spoken of in counection with the
-reading of novels, and without detroct-
ing in the slightest degree from  the
value to the people of the library's
service ‘in providing recreational read-
ingr, wet I would emphasise the contri-
Lution it offers so freely to the raising
of the standard of general intelligence
which is the lbrary's greatest value to
the city: )

One of our leading librarians hos
defined the library as * books mnde
productive,” ' and  the definition _is
gradually becoming more true.  The
modern public libmry does make books
productive, but only in the same ratio
us the people realise that books eon be
used o5 tools of intelligence, as
machines of value in the progress of
the world. It is impossible to stress too
strongly the edocational value of the
librory, though I admit the fullest
possibilities of its funcHon ns part_af
the national educational striueture is
but, as yet, dimly recognised. The
library can give, as no other institution
can give, what has been called the new
bumanizm ; ** the appreciative sclection
of the best in the past to serve our
present needs; the vivid realisntion of
the inestimable worlh of the things that
abide amid all chinnges; the tempering
of the restless spirit of the age Ly the
calm spirit of the ages."' :

Those of my readers who pass by the
central libraries in Surreysstreet nay
have observed the various slogans used
on the poblicity boards erected outside
the buildings. One slogan used was:
*The Library exists for Books, Infor-
maotion, and Service,” and thig is an
all-suffiefent cpitome of thé libmns
purpose,  Under these three heads T
Tropose to mive a briel résumé of the

- works of the libraries. :
Books,

Books are naturally the stock-in-trade-
of the libraries. Tvery endeavour -is
made to anticipate the reading demonds
of a large city; to rellect in the book
stocks all the intellectual needs of the

e b LR L L L S L e L T FRR LW T FIW RIS
received by letter or telephone, ond
every endeavour will be made to find
satisfaclory information. The serviee
given is [ree do all; it is - courteous,
Bonerous, and proficicnt.

r Created in 1856, the library system of
our ity to-day consists of two eentral
libraries, cight branch district libraries,
and some forty unit services in various
elementary  schools.  Naturally  the
central libraries are the more important
and coutsin the largest, most wvaried,
and.recent book stocks. The reference
libmr}r consists of some 60,000 volumes,
covering practically all  developments
of human knowledge, It is particularly
strong in literary, listorical, and art
subjects. And, of course, it has a large
range of books of the purcly reference
type, such as dictionaries, atloses,
encyclopedias, bibliographics on many
subjecls, sets of the important learned
societies' proceedings, annunls, yeag
books, and works of o similar nature.
It also comlnins, as is its obvious duty,
the best and largest collection of books
about Sheflicld, or written by Sheffecld
people. In ils Jackson Collection of
locol detds, charters, court rolls, mops,
&e., it hos one of the finest eollections.
of its kind in the kingdom. The city
owes mch to r. T. Walter Hall for
his years of devotion to this side of our
libmaby work.

Commercial and Technical.

The commereial and technical depart-
ment of the referonee library is- con-
cerned solely with the more material
things of life, and here business men
ennn find ond profit. by a quorry of
industrinl worth,  The commercial
section of the department contains
up-to-date directories of  the world,

many cable code books, trade publica- |

tions of many kinds, Government,
consular, and other official reports,
modern books on business organisation,
salesmanship, accountaney, and  all
subjects of wvalue in commerce, The
technical side contains transactions of
the Dritish and Ameriean seientific and
technical societies, and on cxtensive
ronge of wodern books on engineering,
chemistry, physies, fuels, and all
branches of tlie building and printing
industries; in fact, something on almost |
every trade in the city. The depart-
ment’s collection of books on mctal-
lurgy is pne of “the best- and most |
up-to-date in the country, and is of

sdliate Dl}[fl.ll'.jl.ﬁm'l in their aréas, and pass

“of children's libraries,

.books. o reader wants.

BUVANCEl Works on science, technology,
literature, and sociology. Tt is not for
readers who reguire only the latest
popular novel, unlees it should happen
to be the work of o novelist of admitted
qu::li_t_-,-. In general the libraries do not
,%rmru:lr.', 05 new, the ordinory novel.

liey Dave not the moucy for the
purpose, even supposing the ordinary
novel wns werth its price. To real
readers and book-lovers I ean unre-
servedly recommnend the central lending
hibrary. 5

The cight branch librardes are
regarded as feeders to the mare fnelu-
sive stock of books available at the
central library. They serve the imme-

on to the central library the-reader
who has advanesd beyvond the more
clementary and pepular types of hooks
carried in the branch stgcks.  With the
attroctive method of apen nccess to the
shelves in operaon our branches have
attnined considerable suceess and are
worthy of support. =

Children's Sections, =

As other institutions have realised
the 1ieed, for enltivating the attention of
the ehild, =0 have the librories attracted
by means of their juvenile rooms and
Lok cormers the potential adult reader
of the future. Unfortunately our ald
buildings have prevented the facilitics
given being enual to thase enjoyed by
the children of other cities, but the
juvenile librovy ot the Walkley branch
15 o madel of ils tvpe, and as o new
form of library activity in our city is-
worth motice, It is hopsd that when
ouir library service cxponds, ag it must
expand, adequate  facilitics  will he
given to the very neccssary provision

Qur school librofy system consists of
deposits of boxes of books in forty-four
clementary schools distant from librry
service. It is successful, and clearly
proves the need [or greater Taellities for
libraries iu our primary schools. z

Central Library, London,

It is o common criticism of onr public
libraries that they do not posscss the
Tlic marvel is
that these complnints are comparatively
g0 few. A moment's thought will show
thyt it is impossible {or the libraries to
have every ook osked for; but con-
nieeted with. our libtaries is the service
provided by the Central Library for

e AL PR LR UL LIS WL
a margin of uncertainty.
Please de nat mistake my meaning
regarding this. I mean requircments
of books of real value, and not mercly
af recreational interest.

The librories are mot only keen on
possessing more and better hooks, but
are alive to the necessity of informing
the public of the books they have.
They scck to attract and eultivate
readers. This is attempted, with no
little success, by means of 2pecial trade
catalogues distributed through associa-
tiens, socictics, and employers to the
workers in the trades with which they
deal. -Special comprehensive lists of
books in the libraries on office and

 business organisation, summer sports,

gordening, Nature study, ond other
subjects have also supplied o sceming
wonkt to readers. The lecture system,
with its bibliographical syllabus, is also
4 means to the same end, .

Caomparisons.

_ I would urge my readers to eneour

age the use of the librares by their
children, and in this connccton I noed
not labour the point as to the value of
good roading. T want the people of
shefficld to realise more completely the
value to them of the librades. Much
hos been done to make the libraries
worthy of their name, but much more
remaing to be done before aur libraries
con mank with those in  comparnble
.cities, or can serve adequately the -
demand alrendy exicting here. The
library service is, in my opinion, the
cheapest and best value for money of
all the municipal services, and is worthy
of greater support. Last year it cost
just over t1d. per hend of population.
During the same period Bradford spent
15. 8d. per head of population, Alon-
chester as., Birmingham 15. 2d., Now-
castle 1s. 1d., but I must not say more
on this point.

In conclusion, may I say that the
great advance in the issucs of books
from the Shefficld librades during the
last few years has been made possible
by the ard work of the staff. T should
like to thank the mony thousands of
new  readers who have utilised  the
librarics' service, ond to invite any
readers who may not use the libraries to
come aud investigate theic possibilitics,

L

Toae Attercliffc  Laboar Tarty  Socialist
Suilny School i5 lield in the Labonr Hall,
Darwall, every Sandayv, atb 2-30 poam., amd

citizens, ‘The more we read thé more | inestimable voalue to the illdl‘tst‘rj'_ It Etl.ldtl.'l-lSl, London. If we do not IJEI.U’L: extends a hearty weleome o all children.
'II‘E-IH—-—-- S B

Sheffield Library articles
Sheffield Co-operator March 1927 and June 1932

If any members would like to research the story of Sheffield
Libraries, please let me know. The Sheffield Co-operator was around
when the library service was being developed and when the Central
Library was built. We have every edition of the Sheffield Co-
operator in PDF format. Let me know if you would like the June 1932
and/or the the March 1927 editions. If there are any other topics
which you would like to research please let me know.
steve@sheffield.coop
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CO-OPERATIVES

East Midlands

Co-operatives East Midlands & Co-operatives West Midlands met on Wednesday 29
November 2023 at 10am at the Coalville C.A.N., Coalville, Leicestershire LE67 3TU to
prepare a submission on our ICA Co-operative Identity Consultation and by Zoom.

The group was demonstrating in practice “co-operation among co-operatives” as Coalville
CAN is a co-operative building, has a community shop with strong links to support activities
within the local community.

Tanya Noon and John Boyle facilitated the meeting which was led by the Chair, Jane Powell.
Attending: Jane Powell, Tanya Noon, Jenny de Villiers, John Boyle, John Goodman, Peter Smith,
Mark Grayling, Jane Avery. Online: Val Watson, George Conchie, lan Hewitt, David Cowell,
Joanna West, Elaine Dean. Apols: Steve Thompson, Ian Wilson.

Aim: To critically discuss Principle 6 — Co-operation among Co-operatives and Principle 7 —
Concern for Community.

Setting the Scene: Are we doing what the Principles say and, if not, what other things can we
do together and push barriers? How are current Principles strengthened and implemented?
1 Principle 6 clearly encourages the creation and maintenance of structures above the

level of primary co-operatives. It is also normally interpreted to include co-operation
amongst co-operatives within the arenas of trade and business development. Should this
be made explicit?

Response:

Yes, include examples, interpretation of meaning in simple language. No change unless it

strengthens. Education to members as individuals. More creation of secondary co-ops.

2 Should co-operatives favour other co-operatives in their procurement activities?
Response:
Yes wherever possible but not exclusive. Encouragement to Executives to ensure Rules are adhered
to with purchasing policy defining co-ops as first priority, preferred supplier, trading importance
with support on procurement tendering process. We thought “procurement” was an unhelpful term,
we preferred “trading” as it covers a much wider range of economic relationships and interactions.

3 Some co-operatives contribute the development of new co-operatives at home and
abroad through grants, loans, guarantees, contributions to co-operative development
funds, the provision of expertise and support. Should this practice be generalised and
incorporated within Principle 6?

Response:

Take out the word “new” in first sentence. Clearer definition that Co-ops Societies have to meet
co-operative values and principles (noting FCA take account of first four) . Sharing of resources
(back office) to mutual benefit of members. Use of KPIs in co-operatives but include some related
to co-operative values and principles. Need for continuing support and growth/sustainability.
Societies to understand the business case for developing co-ops through their network channels and
joining resources together better. Benefits made clearer within language to young people with



relevance and accessibility. Co-ordination of sector globally through education and training.
Meeting different needs of individual members. Messaging (in store defining co-operative difference
through its values and principles), democracy in jeopardy and where is the “co-operative
commonwealth” relevant to today with decreasing member engagement in voting and participation.
Realism of root and branch work to be done. Addressing competition law.

Agreed that Co-operatives should favour other co-operatives in their trading activities. Trading to
replace procurement.

Principle 7 — co-operatives work for the sustainable development of their communities
through policies approved by their members
1 Principle 7. Does this wording full cover its full scope and does it convey it strongly
enough?
Response:
What does this mean to our/your organisation? Simplify language and understanding.

2 What is the involvement of members in approving policies bearing on the sustainable
development of their communities?

Response:
Are policies approved by individual members? Consider democratic involvement in major
programmes. Become a member to be part of something with commitment. Bottom up approach.
Change the Principle to: Concern for Community and Planet.
Change the meaning to: Co-operatives work for the sustainable development of their communities
and the Planet through policies approved by their members.

3 Are co-operatives ahead of, keep up with or falling behind other forms of social and
solidarity enterprise and forward-looking investor-owned firms to redress inequities?
Response:
Current good examples of community regeneration by co-ops. Use of “equitable” message more.
More clarity of reporting by co-ops — aligning with UN SDGs.
More support towards Co-operative Development Agencies and the Co-operative sector towards
funding these vital services.

4 The co-operative principles do not address the place, voice or treatment of employees of
co-operatives — should they?
Response:
Essential. Need for education training and information for employees about co-operatives to fully
understand the business model and investment benefit/growth of co-operatives to improve employee
engagement and retention.

5 Are co-operatives assuming full responsibility for caring for the natural environment
and mitigating and adapting to climate changes?
Response:
Need for interpretation/clarity in alignment with UN Sustainable Development Goals. Strapline —
change to “Concern for Community and Planet” Positive for climate governance and climate
justice. Who is lead body — Co-ops UK/ICA? Communities seeking co-operative solutions to
environment impact — investment in solar panels, fuel poverty etc.

“The Principles should mean as much as possible in a clear way to as many as possible in
simple language” P7 helps P6 — collective community buy-in.

Jenny de Villiers — 5 December 2023
Secretary/Treasurer to Co-operatives East Midlands



Co-operatives East Midlands is a
Principle 5 member.

During the summer they held a stall in
co-operation with other co-operatives:
Central England Co-op
The Co-op Party
The Co-op Group
Principle 5

Steve Thompson and Jenny DeVilliers
of Co-operatives East Midlands



Members are always welcome to visit the
resource centre.

For appointment contact steve@sheffield.coop

Tel: 0114 282 3132
www.principle5.coop

Principle 5 Yorkshire Co-operative Resource Centre
Aizlewood's Mill, Nursery Street, Sheffield, S3 8GG

CCOD
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