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New Books &
Resources
New books for the
library this month
include a biography
of Margaret
Llewelyn Davies.
Brought up in a mixed
Christian and Marxist
background, Margaret
Llewelyn Davies was
an outstanding General
Secretary of the
Women’s Co-operative
Guild.
Her life was lived as a
pioneering and
remarkable
campaigner for
women, co-operation,
trade unionism, peace
and socialism
Review in Co-op News by Andrew Bibby:
https://www.thenews.coop/148214/topic/history/a-pioneer-for-women-in-theco-op-movement

J. B. Priestley and the Common Wealth Party
In 1941, a new party was set up in Britain, The Common
Wealth Party. It was supported by J. B. Priestley for a
short while. Priestley wrote a book in that year outlining
his ideas for a socialist society. The title of the book is
Out of the People and a copy has been added to the
Principle 5 library.
Priestley saw true democracy as devolution of power,
not centralisation. It required local action. He saw the
trades unions, the co-operative movement, cultural,
professional and charitable organisations as the sinews
of democracy. He was opposed to state socialism. (Text
adapted from J. B. Priestley by Judith Cook).
*

back cover below

Understanding the Financial
System: Social Credit
Rediscovered
This book aims to re-introduce the
ideas of the once-popular Social
Credit movement, a radical departure
from ‘neoliberal’ economics.

New Writing
A Manifesto for Decent Work
This is a new 23-page document produced after much
useful research work by Union-Coops:UK. This group of UK
trade unionists, co-operators, educators and academics
seek to encourage collaboration between the union and
co-operative movements.
• What does the future of work look like?
• Will disruptive technologies and automation create
a race to the bottom for workers’ rights?
• Must accept the gig economy and precarity?
• Can we achieve democracy and fairness in the
workplace and fight in-work poverty without the
broader labour and union movement?
Union-Coops:UK is also running a conference in May 2022,
details below (page 9).
You can read A Manifesto for Decent Work at:
https://unioncoopsuk.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/a-manifesto-for-decent-work-fw4.pdf

*
The Diversity Forum: Manifesto 2.0
The Diversity Forum addresses 'social investors' in its new
Manifesto (https://www.diversityforum.org.uk/manifesto).
It calls for the sort of real commitment to diversity,
inclusion and accountability to communities and social
groups, in boardrooms and executive teams, which the
Co-operative Principles seek to cover.
https://www.pioneerspost.com/news-views/20220201/less-talk-moreaction-social-investors-must-act-now-on-diversity

Recommended articles in the current
edition of Co-operative News

Editorial – Principles 5 & 6
Co-op College campaign to put education into
climate action (Page 9)
Driving the green transition: Co-op Banks in
Europe (Page 25)
Co-op Sector responds to COP 26 agreement
(Page 27)
You can read the full December 2021 edition here:
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/66017796/coop-news-december-2021
Become a member of Co-operative Press and
receive your monthly edition of Co-operative News:
https://www.thenews.coop/be-a-member/

Portland Works on air
Following release of the 2021 film “Saving Portland
Works” produced by Andy Kershaw, Portland Works
chair, Dr Chris Corker was interviewed recently on BBC
Radio Sheffield. In a ten-minute chat with presenter
Paulette Edwards (link below) Chris discussed the film
and the role that Portland Works played in Sheffield’s
industrial history, and its new life as a co-operatively
run working building.
https://www.portlandworks.co.uk/bbc-radio-interview-with-portland-works-chair-now-available/

Events & Vacancies
Fairtrade Fortnight
This year, the big annual event of the
Fairtrade movement runs from 21st
February through to 6th March 2022.
Principle 5, like many co-operatives,
supports this (and sells certain
Fairtrade products such as coffee).
See more information here:
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/Get-Involved/Current-campaigns/Fairtrade-Fortnight/

*

“Decent Work & Democracy:
a Conference on Union Co-ops”
Union-Coops:UK is bringing together expert speakers on
discussions such as: How can workers get control over
our daily working lives? Is the union co-op a model
whose time has come? The conference (sponsored by
BFAWU, MU, and Co-operative Ways Forward) is on
20th/21st May 2022 at Wortley Hall, near
Sheffield, “the worker’s stately home”. This venue
(built in 1586, with 26 acres of parkland) is now a co-op.
This event has been rescheduled from 2021 due to
Covid-19. Bookings are open now. Tickets:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/decent-work-our-first-conference-isrescheduled-to-may-20th21st-2022-tickets-149918110103

You can book for the above event at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/essential-economics-for-levelling-up-tickets-255846221937

Beanies co-operative seeks new member
Beanies, the long-establshed Sheffield wholefoods co-op,
needs a new Probationary Co-operative Member, working
on fresh produce and deliveries. The position would
normally lead on to co-op membership.
Probationary period of 6 months, 32 to 40 hours p/w at
£10.50 p/h after which membership of the co-op will be
offered if appropriate. Members are paid £11.50 p/h.
This is described as a hugely rewarding job which
provides meaningful connection to the community of
growers, suppliers and customers. They are seeking
someone who cares deeply about food and food
production, with a full clean driving licence, professional
attitude and a long-term commitment to the business.
The deadline for applications is Tuesday 15th February.
https://www.beanieswholefoods.co.uk/2022/01/beanies-is-hiring

*
Rural co-operative seeks six members
Wild Peak Housing Co-op is a rural housing co-op near
Belper, in the Derwent Valley in Derbyshire. It was set up
to house people working or volunteering for environmental
change while working and living co-operatively as a positive
and resilient choice. They manage land for conservation
along with food growing, and host events in the summer.
Wild Peak is currently looking for six new members. If you
are interested to know more, send them a message:
friendsofwildpeak@gmail.com
https://diggersanddreamers.org.uk/community/wild-peak-housing-co-op/

Other Publications available at the Resource
Centre:
Stir To Action magazine
Tribune
Journal of Co-operative Studies

Recommended:
Independent Labour Publications (ILP)

For information about the Co-operative Movement in
Sheffield:
Sheffield Co-ops website

*
Members are always welcome to visit the resource
centre.
For appointment contact steve@sheffield.coop
Tel: 0114 282 3132
www.principle5.coop

Principle 5 Yorkshire Co-operative Resource Centre
Aizlewood's Mill, Nursery Street, Sheffield, S3 8GG

